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Message from the Chair

Seasons Greetings!

I't truly doesn’t seem possible t
entering our 19th year of operation! Your AMEF board is working hard
to ensure that our organization will continue to be a strong, active
presence in communities througho
education programs develop, grow and forge new relationships. We
are grateful to have had many achievements that we can feel satisfied
about this year.

AMEF Board Chair
Maura Sharkey-Pryma

At AMEF, we include you in that gratitude.

Youobr e {1AMER QffieedOpen House!

The central office of AMEF has completed its move to its new location on the third floor of the
Percy Page Center in Edmonton at 11759 Groat Road NW. To celebrate our new office
space, we invite all members, potential new members and AMEF volunteers to join us for a
housewarming get-together on Saturday, January 9th, 2016 2:00-3:30pm.

Special Thanks to Outgoing Board Members

We sincerely thank outgoing board members- Christine Ernst (2011-2015) and Cara Brown
(2007 - 2015). Their longstanding commitment to AMEF, our Mission, our programs, and the
community we serve will not be forgotten. We have benefitted from their dedication and on
behalf of the entire board, membership and volunteers, we appreciate it very much.

Music Conference Alberta 2015

Held at the elegant Sheraton Hotel and Red Deer College, MCA in the City of Red Deer was
a huge success, including receiving a record level of positive feedback from conference
attendees. Delegates agreed the professional development opportunities provided by AMEF
and our co-producers (Alberta Band Association and Choir Alberta) were not only valuable,
but immediately applicable to their teaching. The success of MCA 2015 would not have been
possible without the collaborative efforts and strong relationship we have with dedicated
organi zations such as the Al berta Register
to collaborating with them again in 2016, and look forward to forging new partnerships with
other organizations as well.

During the MCA Awards Luncheon, AMEF was v
Recognition Award to Mr. Lary Benson - operatic tenor and long-time vocal instructor - who
has been an icon in the Edmonton music scene for decades, having inspired many young
vocalists and musicians.

MCA 2016 will be held at the world-renown Banff Centre, October 20 -22. The Banf
more than sixty exceptional meeting rooms, lecture theatres, performing arts venues and
stunning mountain views will serve as a fitting backdrop to next year’s events. Please mark
your calendars now and plan to attend nextyear’ s ¢ o n f and mviteyeur associates to

join us!
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2016 AMEF Student Recognition Awards

AMEF is very proud to offer our 4th year of the coveted Student Recognition Awards in

both Music Performance and Community Service. Through a video application submitted
on YouTube, the panel of esteemed judges were very impressed with the caliber and diversity
of performances and the level of community service displayed by the applicants this past
year. We were pleased to present violinist Zhengdong Liang of Edmonton the winner of the
2015 AMEF Student Recognition Award in the category of Performance and vocalist Alyssa
Waldner of Lethbridge the winner of the 2015 AMEF Student Recognition Award in the
category of Community Service. Vocalist Spencer VanDellen of Claresholm, was voted as
the 2015 AMEF Students Raéoogei’tifom fTReoplert
online poll.

We encourage everyone to spread the word of this incredible opportunity to ALL music
students of ALL music disciplines in Alberta. Look to our website for the online application
form at: www.amef.ca.

The deadline for entries is March 31, 2016.

AMEF' s strength comes from a strong member
thank you for your loyalty, generosity, interest and passion for AMEF and the focus of all our
efforts - the preservation of music education in Alberta.

| wish you and your family a joyous Christmas and a very Happy New Year!
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Renewal Date

Casino Volunteers Needed
As announced at our Annual General

Meeting this past October: When: Friday and Saturday, June 3-4, 2016
Where: Deerfoot Casino, Calgary
All AMEF memberships will due for renewal Benefit: Earn membership fee credits for
on March 31st, 2016. The new membership each shift worked
period will be April 1 - March 31, which : Hel p support AM
matches our fiscal year. worthwhile programs
Contact: Crystal Krips, Executive Director
Watch for your reminder notice in the new 780-409-8407

year! info@amef.ca
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Please be advised that our office has moved from Red Deer to Edmonton at the Percy
Page Centre, effective October 1st, 2015. We also have a new phone number. Please
update your address books accordingly.

Our new contact information is:

Percy Page Centre
11759 Groat Road
Edmonton, AB T5M 3K6
Phone number TBA
info@amef.ca
780-409-8407

ANNOUNCING:
NEW KEYBOARDS FOR KIDS
AND STRINGS FOR KIDS PROGRAMS!

AMEF is thrilled to announce that we will be opening two new locations in the near
future:

0 Keyboards for Kids program will be opening up in Leduc at Caledonia Park School,
and the teacher is Kennedy Ramirez.

0 The new Strings for Kids program will be at Ormsby School in Edmonton, and the
teacher is John Fedor. We have expanded to offer cello here!

Welcome Kennedy and John!




Open House
You're Invited!

To celebrate the Alberta Music Education
Foundation’s new location and office, please
join us for an open house!

When: Saturday, January 9, 2016
Time: 2pm - 4pm

Place: Room 8, 3rd Floor
Percy Page Centre, 11759 Groat Road
Edmonton, AB

R.S.V.P. by Wednesday, January 6th to
Crystal Krips at (780) 409-8407
or execdir@amef.ca

Please park and enter in the back of the
building and sign in with security.

Light refreshments will be served.
We can’t wait to see you!




Education SUBMISSION DEADLINE: MARCH 31, 2016

Foundation

Ck
WW AMEF STUDENT RECOGNITION AWARD

Recognizing and assisting deserving Alberta music students for music performance
excellence, and for utilizing their musical talents through active volunteer community
service.

Applicants compete in either two categories:

1. Music Performance
2. Community Service

Applicants compete in either categories that showcase their skills both within and
outside the music curriculum using video media. Each award is $1,000.00 in the form
of an AMEF (ift certificate, which is to be spent towards either music lessons, music
school tuition or for music equipment and /or music books from Long & McQuade
Musical Instruments.

0 Only one award per person, per year will be awarded in each category.

0 This competition is entirely comprised of video entries posted on YouTube.
Complete videos must be submitted on Youtube by the deadline.

¢ New online application forms will be available next week.

¢ For more information go to www.amef.ca.
Application deadline: March 31, 2016. n ﬁ
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2015 Award Recipients:

Alyssa Waldner, Zhendong Liang, Spencer Vandellen,
AMEF Scholarship AMEF Scholarship AMEF Scholarship
award recipient for award recipient for award recipient for

Community Service 2015 Music Performance 2015 “People’s Cho




HIGHLIGHTS FROM

October 22-24, 2015
Sheraton Red Deer
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All photos courtesy of
Pryma Photographers




HIGHLIGHTS FROM

October 22-24, 2015
Sheraton Red Deer

All photos courtesy of
Pryma Photographers

More photos can be seen on the
Music Conference Alberta Facebook page!
https://www.facebook.com/MusicConferenceAlberta
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